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acquired any polite name, or, indeed, any which is not
too coarse to be admitted in this history.

After this preface, which we thought necessary to
account for a character, of which some of my country
and collegiate readers might possibly doubt the existence,
I shall proceed to what more immediately regards Mrs.
Booth. The reader may be pleased to remember that
Mr. Trent was present at the assembly, to which Booth
and his wife were carried by Mrs. James, and where
Amelia was met by the noble peer.

His lordship seeing there that Booth and Trent were
old acquaintance, failed not, .to use the language of
sportsmen, to put Trent on upon the scent of Amelia.
For this purpose that gentleman visited Booth the very
next day, and had pursued him close ever since. By
his means, therefore, my lord learned that Amelia was
to be at the masquerade, to which place she was dogged
by Trent in a sailor's jacket, who, meeting my lord,
according to agreement, at the entrance, of the opera-
house, like the four-legged gentleman of the same
vocation, made a dead point, as it is called, at the
game.

My lord was so satisfied and delighted with his con-
versation at the masquerade with the supposed Amelia,
and the encouragement which in reality she had given
him, that, when he saw Trent the next morning, he
embraced him with great fondness, gave him a bank
note of a hundred pounds, and promised him froth the
Indies on his success, of which he began now to have
no manner of doubt.

The affair that happened at the gaming-table, was
likewise a scheme of Trent's, on a. hint given by my
lord to him, to endeavour to lead Booth into some
scrape or distress; his lordship promising to pay what-
ever expense Trent might be led into by such means.